
 

Photo Four Ways 

 

While this assignment is not graded, you are being held accountable for this work. Please 

refer to the directions below for your due date. During closure, you can track your 

assignment completion progress in Infinite Campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Due: 6/5/2020 

If you have questions or encounter any trouble, feel free to email your teacher throughout the 

week. When you are done, email your work to your art teacher.  

 

Supplies: you will need a computer or phone to view the assignment materials, any type of digital 

camera (including phones) to take photographs, and an object. Optional supplies: a printer. 

 

Directions:    
 

• Start by reviewing the ‘Photography Basics’ slides, teacher examples, and time 

management plan on the following pages 

 

• Find an object to photograph, use the suggested list on the second to last slide if you need 

help getting started 

 

• When photographing your object, keep in mind the composition principles, point of view, 

and lighting. Take many photographs, from various angles 

 

• Look through all of your images and choose the 4 best 

 

Submitting Your Work 
 

Option 1- place your final 4 images in a single-page Word doc, then share via Office 365 email 

with your art teacher. 

-OR- 
 

Option 2- email your final 4 images (as individual jpg files) to your art teacher in a single email, if 

the jpg files are too large for one email, you may need to do ‘Option 1’ instead.  



PHOTOGRAPHY 
BASICS

Tips for taking a great photo!

(On a real camera or a smartphone)



4 things to think about when taking a 
photo…

■ Use the rectangular format and photograph vertically and horizontally, avoid the 
square mode.

■ Hold the camera still, and use the ‘Two Second Rule’ when taking a photo, so you 
don’t end up with unintentional blurred images.

■ Always take more photos than you need, and delete the ones you don’t end up 
using.

■ Try to ‘tell a story’ or ‘share a mood’ with the viewer of your photo. Think about what 
you are photographing and why, and try to find a way to share that with the viewer. 
There many tips in the next few slides that will give you more insight on how to do 
this. You do not have to include all of the principles in each of your photos, but try to 
focus on one of them while you are shooting your subject.



Composition
Principle 1: Zoom in or Macro

■ A good photograph is a subject, a 
context, and nothing else.

■ Remove any clutter that detracts from 
your message. Get closer.

■ Zoom in - and crop as tightly as 
possible without your subject 
becoming blurry.



Composition
Principle 2: Rule of Thirds

■ Put subject off-center.

■ The center of the frame is the 
weakest place to put your subject.

■ The more you move the subject 
away from the center, the more 
relevance you give to the context or 
area surrounding your subject.



Composition
Principle 3: Find a frame for your subject

■ Create impact by using frames and 
lines that lead the viewer's eye into 
and around the picture

■ Look for objects in the foreground 
that can ’frame’ your subject.



▪ Create impact by photographing your subjects 

from unexpected angles.

▪ Imagine yourself and your camera spinning 

around your subject from all angles.

▪ Photograph your subject from:

1. Birds-eye-view (from above)

2. Worms-eye-view (from below)

3. Eye-Level

Each of these points of view will give you 

a different perspective from your camera and in 

your final photo.



Light

■ Try photographing without your flash first.

■ If your subject is backlit, try to move it so it 
has more light on it, but you can also try 
moving around your object to catch it in it’s 
‘best light’.

■ Side lighting instead of overhead lighting is 
typically preferred, so place your object 
near a window instead of under a ceiling 
light. If you’re outside, take a photo in the 
morning or late afternoon instead of mid-
day when the light is directly overhead.

■ Shadows created with light can create very 
interesting compositions!
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Mrs. Warchol’s Four Photographs





Mrs. Brown’s Four Photographs





Mrs. Hills' Four Photographs





Suggested Object Ideas

■ An object related to your pet

■ Food

■ Action figure

■ Flower

■ A plant

■ An insect

■ Something in your garage

■ Something shiny

■ Favorite toy

■ Fire hydrant

■ Sunglasses

■ Antiques

■ Teacup

■ A birdhouse

■ A souvenir from a trip

■ A piece of furniture

■ A shoe

■ Your mailbox

■ Something fuzzy

■ Kitchen Gadget

■ Something purple

■ Something folded

■ School supplies

■ Architecture

■ Vehicle

■ You are not limited to these 

ideas, if you are unsure about 
another object, email your art 
teacher.



Assignment Schedule Recommendation 
 

Each week an art lesson will be assigned to you. You should spend up to 60 minutes per week 
working on the activity. Here are some suggested timelines, to help you break these larger 
projects into smaller, more manageable activities.  
 
 

5 days per week:  12 minutes per day 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Read the 
assignment 
directions and 
become familiar 
with what you will 
need to do. 

Decide on an 
object that you 
would like to 
photograph 
(indoors or 
outdoors). 
 

Determine 
lighting…time 
of day, or 
setting up a 
light source 
that will help 
ensure a good 
photograph. 
 

Take your 
pictures.  Take a 
lot of pictures.  
This will give 
you choices for 
your final four.  

Determine which four 
pictures you are going 
to submit to your 
teacher.  Email the 
four images as either 
individual jpeg files in 
a single email to your 
teacher, or arrange on 
a single page Word 
doc and send in an 
email.  

 
 

3 days per week:  20 minutes per day 
Monday  Wednesday  Friday 
Read the assignment 
directions and become 
familiar with what you will 
need to do. 
 
Decide on an object that 
you would like to 
photograph (indoors or 
outdoors). 

 Determine lighting…time of 
day, or setting up a light 
source that will help ensure a 
good photograph. 
 
Take your pictures.  Take a 
lot of pictures.  This will give 
you choices for your final 
four. 

 Determine which four 
pictures you are going to 
submit to your teacher.  
Email the four images as 
either individual jpeg files 
in a single email to your 
teacher, or arrange on a  
single page Word doc and 
send in an email.  

 
 

2 days per week:  30 minutes per day 
 Tuesday  Thursday  
 Read the assignment directions and 

become familiar with what you will 
need to do. 
 
Decide on an object that you would 
like to photograph (indoors or 
outdoors). 
 
Determine lighting…time of day, or 
setting up a light source that will 
help ensure a good photograph. 

 Take your pictures.  Take a lot of 
pictures.  This will give you choices for 
your final four. 
 
Determine which four pictures you are 
going to submit to your teacher.  Email 
the four images as either individual 
jpeg files in a single email to your 
teacher, or arrange on a single page 
Word doc and send in an email. 

 

 


